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STATEMENT OF PROCEEDINGS 
SAN DIEGO COUNTY AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

Regular Meeting, Thursday, January 26, 2023 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present:  Vilmarie Rodriguez, Chair; Alison Schlick, Vice Chair, Jose Gonzalez 

William Powers, and Daniel Spencer 
 
Members absent: N/A 
 
Staff present:  Julie Byford, APCD Civil Actions Investigator; Mary Mahoney, APCD 

Civil Actions Investigator; Scott Nester, APCD Civil Actions Investigator; 
William Jacques, APCD Chief Departmental Operations Compliance; 
Veera Tyagi, Senior Deputy County Counsel APCD; Emily Helms, Senior 
Deputy County Counsel APCD; and Mia Ruffier, APCD Clerk of the 
Hearing Board 

 
 
SWORN OATH OF WITNESSES BY CLERK 
All witnesses providing public testimony during the meeting were sworn-in by the Clerk of the 
APCD Hearing Board.  
 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
A. Public Communication. 

 
No public testimony was provided to the Board.  
 

B. Selection of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for 2023. 
 

ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board elected APCDHB Chair, Vilmarie Rodriguez. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 



   
 

 
 

  

 

Statement of Proceedings – APCD Hearing Board – January 26, 2023 - Page 2 of 3 

ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Rodriguez, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution 
Control District Hearing Board elected APCDHB Vice Chair, Alison Schlick. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
 
C. Approval of Statement of Proceedings for January 12, 2022. 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of January 12, 
2023 as amended. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
 
D. Petitioner Progress Update for Petition 4521 City of San Diego, Point Loma Wastewater 

Treatment Plant. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution 
Control District Hearing Board accepted Petitioner Progress Update for Petition 4521.  

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
 
PETITION(S) BEFORE THE BOARD: 
 
4527 San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego Abatement  

Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL. 
 

ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the District’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 2. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
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ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted updates on Petition 4527 and directed the District and 
Counsel for the Hearing Board to define the legal standard for a Nuisance for the February 
23, 2023 regularly scheduled Hearing Board meeting. 
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
The APCD Hearing Board adjourned the January 26, 2023 meeting at 10:20 a.m. 
 
ASSISTANCE FOR THE DISABLED: 
Agendas and records are available in alternative formats upon request. Contact the APCD 
Hearing Board Clerk at 858-586-2600 with questions or to request a disability-related 
accommodation including sign language interpretation. To the extent reasonably possible, 
requests for accommodation or assistance should be submitted at least 72 hours in advance of the 
meeting so that arrangements may be made. 
 
Pursuant to Government Code 54957.5, written materials distributed to the Hearing Board in 
connection with this agenda less than 72 hours before the meeting will be available to the public 
at the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, 10124 Old Grove Road, San Diego, CA 
92131. 
 
The statements contained in this draft document are subject to change until they are approved 
in their final form by the Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board at a subsequent public 
meeting. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
A. Public Communication 
 
ACTION: 
No public testimony was provided to the Board. 
 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 



   
 

 
 

  

 

Administrative Item B - APCD Hearing Board – January 26, 2023 - Page 1 of 1 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
B. Selection of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson for 2023 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board elected APCDHB Chair, Vilmarie Rodriguez. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Member Rodriguez, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board elected APCDHB Vice Chair, Alison Schlick. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
C. Approval of Statement of Proceedings/Minutes for January 12, 2023 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Chair Rodriguez, seconded by Vice Chair Schlick, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board approved the Statement of Proceedings for the meeting of January 12, 
2023 as amended. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
 



   
 

 
 

  

 

Administrative Item D - APCD Hearing Board – January 26, 2023 - Page 1 of 1 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEM: 
 
D. Petitioner Progress Update for Petition 4521 City of San Diego, Point Loma Wastewater 

Treatment Plant 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION of Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Spencer, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted Petitioner Progress Update for Petition 4521.  
 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
AIR POLLUTION CONTROL DISTRICT HEARING BOARD 

BOARD ORDER 
 
 
4527 San Diego County Air Pollution Control District, County of San Diego Abatement  

Order against Respondent NEW LEAF BIOFUEL.. 
 
Notice of time and place of hearing was given as required by law. 
 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Vice Chair Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control 
District Hearing Board accepted the District’s Presentation as Exhibit 1. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Spencer, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control District 
Hearing Board accepted the Respondent’s Presentation as Exhibit 2. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 

 
ACTION: 
ON MOTION Member Schlick, seconded by Member Powers, the Air Pollution Control District 
Hearing Board accepted updates on Petition 4527 and directed the District and Counsel for the 
Hearing Board to define the legal standard for a Nuisance for the February 23, 2023, regularly 
scheduled Hearing Board meeting. 

 
AYES: Rodriguez, Schlick, Gonzalez, Powers, Spencer 
 
 

 
MIA RUFFIER 
Clerk of the San Diego County Air Pollution Control District Hearing Board 
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San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

2022

Stipulated Abatement Order Update 

Petition No. 4527

Hearing Board Meeting: January 26, 2023

1

2023



Stipulated Abatement Order (SAO) Update

2

1. District’s Engineering Evaluation

2. Complaints & District Investigations

3. Odor Survey Results



1. District’s Engineering Evaluation

3

• District Engineering Insp.12/21/22:
• No issues found with Odor Reduction 

System (ORS)
• Pressure gauges replaced

• Start Up Authorization issued1/4/23:
• Established pressure baseline
• Revise conditions for H2S analyzers

• 30-Day Odor Report:
• No odors detected

Photo: ORS Carbon Canisters 12/21/22



2. Complaints & District Investigations 

Before the ORS 

32 Complaints

12 Complainants 
(1 anonymous) 

4

After the ORS 

n
33 Complaints 
(+ 1 complaint)

12 Complainants 
(1 anonymous)  

(no change)



2. Complaints & District Investigations 

Before the ORS 

80 Odor Surveys 
Conducted 

75 Nuisance Odors 
Found

5

After the ORS 

n
17 Odor Surveys 

Conducted 

0 Nuisance Odors 
Found



2. Complaints & District Investigations 

• The District Conducted Three Onsite Facility Inspections:

• Monday 12/23/22: No violations found

• Wednesday 1/11/23: No violations found

• Tuesday 1/24/23: No violations found

6



3. Odor Survey Results

Combined Post 
SAO results

n

Odor 
Classification

No. %

No Odor 7 4.3
Very Faint 4 2.5
Faint 30 18.8
Distinct 56 35.0
Strong 48 30.0
Very Strong 15 9.4

Total: 160 100%

7

Before ORS: 11/23/21 to 12/1/22

Odor 
Classification

No. %

No Odor 16 47.1
Very Faint 12 35.3
Faint 5 14.7
Distinct 1 2.9
Strong 0 0
Very Strong 0 0

Total: 34 100%

After ORS: 12/2/22 to 1/25/23



3. Odor Survey Results
• Most recent odors near residents with ORS operating:

8

December 
Odor Survey

Odor 
Intensity

12/2/22 No Odor

12/5/22 Very Faint

12/6/22 No Odor

12/7/22 Faint

12/13/22 Very Faint

12/22/22 Very Faint

12/23/22 No Odor

12/28/22 Very Faint

12/30/22 No Odor

January Odor 
Survey

Odor 
Intensity

1/4/23 No Odor 

1/6/23 Very Faint

1/11/23 No Odor

1/13/23 No Odor

1/17/23 No Odor

1/20/23 No Odor

1/24/23 No Odor

1/25/23 No Odor



Conclusion

• Odors reduced in intensity and frequency since ORS operation
• No new odor nuisance dates documented
• The District will continue to conduct investigations to ensure ORS 

effectiveness
• The District and New Leaf will work together to monitor and mitigate any 

future odor nuisances, if applicable
• Next progress update on February 23, 2023

9



San Diego County Air Pollution Control District

2022

Stipulated Abatement Order Update on Effectiveness

Mary P. Mahoney
Civil Actions Investigator

10

2023
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Petition 4527 – Exhibit 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Odor Control System
Operation 12/2/22-1/22/23



Operational Baseline
• Installation completed, filter operational and Construction 

Complete Notice 12/2/22.
• Fully commissioned with all operational checks completed 

12/6/22. (Filter ran uninterrupted from 12/2/22)
• As of 12/31/22 the baseline pressure drop across the carbon 

filters was established at 21 inches water gauge. This sets the 
carbon replacement threshold at 25 inches water gauge 
pressure drop.

• Pressure drop is the difference in air pressure in the duct before 
and after the filters at points A&B and C&D on the diagram and 
gets higher if filter material becomes clogged.

• Pressure drop also indicates airflow. Any sudden change 
indicates abnormal operation.



Odor Control System

Carbon vessels

Pre-filter

Fan

11’

A

B

C

D



Compliance Records

Inspection and 
Housekeeping 

Checklist per 12-hour 
shift.

External odor check 
start of every shift. Odor Control System 

operational data and 
H2S data every shift.

It was decided to include all the elements of the 30-day “Condition 4” compliance report 
in the daily odor management program to ensure any case of non-compliance can be 
addressed promptly.



Operations
• The odor control system has run continuously 

since 12/2/22 except for four hours needed to 
install service slides.

• These slides make it possible to isolate one filter 
unit for carbon replacement while the other 
continues to operate so there is not interruption of 
odor control.

• A spare fan motor and other fan critical spares 
have been obtained.



Baseline and Compliance Review



Condition 4 Reporting



Building Differential Pressure
• The most sensitive industrial meter on short lead 

time was sourced and installed.
• It shows a reading but as the normal pressure 

difference is only 2% of the instrument scale, the 
instrument is not precise enough to reliably 
operate an alarm when pressure differences do 
not meet the required condition.

• A specialized instrument has been ordered but 
has a longer lead time. Planned completion for 
this installation and alarm set up is late 
February.

• In the meantime, the facility is in compliance.



Compliance Summary
• New Leaf observations record successful 

control of odors from the South Plant.
• All permit conditions have been met and 

sustained.
• Four APCD inspections have found 

compliance and not reported (to NLB) any 
odor issues.

• NLB has not received any complaints 
directly.



Questions
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Petition 4527 – Public Speakers 
 
 
 
 
 

4527 NEW LEAF UPDATE     
    Nicholas Paul 
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