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San Diego County 
Air Pollution Control District (District) 



APCD Overview

Ambient Air 
Quality 

Monitoring

Planning & Rule 
Development Permitting Compliance

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE



Sources Requiring Permits

Gas Stations Dry Cleaning 
Facilities

Boilers

LandfillsEngines Concrete Batch 
Plants



Permitting Process

Permit 
Application 
Submittal

Posting 
Applications 

(within 3 
business days)

Completeness 
Determination

Evaluation 
Process

Public 
Notification 

(when required)

Authority to 
Construct is 

Issued

Construction 
Completion 

Notice

District Conducts 
an Inspection

Final Permit to 
Operate is Issued



Permit Applications
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Permit Applications
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Permitting Engagement 



Permitting Engagement 

www.sdapcd.org



Permitting Engagement 

Certain Projects with elevated 
concentrations

Public Notice for Sources Located 
within 1,000 feet of a School

Public Notice for Title V Sources



Public Comments

Number of Applications Received in 2020 451

Permitting Actions Taken in 2020 777

Public Comments Received in 2020 6



Stakeholder Engagement

On June 29, 2021 the District released a draft of the 2020 Permitting 
Actions report for public review and scheduled a virtual public meeting 
for July 29, 2021

District reached out to multiple organizations, community partners, 
regulated community, and members of the public

On July 29, 2021, the District held a virtual public meeting
Spanish interpretation services were provided during the meeting 
The meeting is available on the District’s YouTube Channel



Staff Recommendations

Develop Public Participation Plan to inform all 
communities about the District’s roles and 
responsibilities and how to inquire and submit 
comments regarding permit applications

Consider revisions to District Rule 15-Permit Process-
Public Notification to provide further opportunities for 
all members of the public to stay engaged in the 
permitting process

Enhance the District’s  website to ensure it is 
informative and user-friendly



Today’s Recommendations

Staff Recommendation
• Receive and consider the 2020 Permitting 

Actions report and comment on staff’s 
proposed recommendations to enhance 
transparency and public engagement in 
District permitting actions
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